., 1962. 157 pp. 40s. This small book is an attempt to review present knowledge on the morphology, immunology, and pathogenicity of the pleuropneumonia-like organisms (PPLO). The author is a recognized authority on these organisms and the material is presented from her point of view, although she readily admits that there are some who may be in disagreement with her conclusions.
PLEUROPNEUMONIA-LIKE ORGANISMS (PPLO) MYCOPLASMATACEAE. By E. Klieneberger-Nobel. London, Academic Press Ltd., 1962. 157 pp. 40s . This small book is an attempt to review present knowledge on the morphology, immunology, and pathogenicity of the pleuropneumonia-like organisms (PPLO). The author is a recognized authority on these organisms and the material is presented from her point of view, although she readily admits that there are some who may be in disagreement with her conclusions.
Four of the eleven chapters are devoted primarily to PPLO infections of animals. Unfortunately, the discussion of PPLO infections of man does not throw new light on the significance of these organisms when recovered from clinical material. An excellent discussion on the serologic types of PPLO recovered from man and animals is presented; it is of interest that strains of these organisms recovered from the genitalia of man have been found to be of one seriologic type. The author states that the complement fixation test for serum antibodies in experiment animals as well as in some infections of man yield significant titers. It is hoped that this work will be developed further by Klieneberger-Nobel and her associates.
Two chapters discuss in detail the isolation and morphology of the PPLO and the similarities and differences between the PPLO and L-forms of bacteria. Included is an interesting discussion of the theory that PPLO are developed from bacteria via the L-forms. A chapter on the nutrition and metabolism of this group of organisms has been written by S. Razin. The section on pathogenicity of these organisms includes an interesting discussion of the latency of some PPLO infections as may be manifested by the "rolling disease" of mice and in their appearance in tissue cultures. This book will be appreciated by microbiologists working with the PPLO since it represents a review of previous studies and points out the areas toward which future studies should be directed. It will not find, however, much use at the routine diagnostic work bench in the bacteriology laboratory. Volume 3 of the Ciba Collection has been completed with the publication of Lower Digestive Tract. Like its predecessors (parts III and I), the book is handsomely printed with fine color engravings. The text is presented in a didactic style and accompanies the illustrations on each page. The book is well-edited and has a useful index. A bibliography of about 700 references is divided into the book's sections and, therefore, is not too cumbersome.
In the five years since the first part of Digestive System was published, new concepts and techniques have enriched our understanding of gastro-enterology. The current issue of the tripartite volumes is the largest with 200 illustrations and contributions by twenty consultants under the editorship of Dr. Ernest Oppenheimer. Further, whereas the fine structure of the liver (1957) was demonstrated by light microscopy and mitochondria by Janus Green staining, the jejunal villi are depicted by three-dimensional schema from electron microscopic studies with the mitochondria appearing as structures between the catacombs of endoplasmic reticulum.
The short section on embryological development of the digestive system presents a lucid exposition of a complex process. The text supplements the illustrations to clarify the origins of greater and lesser omenta, the rotation of the intestine and formation of the diaphragm. The main appeal of the book lies in the sections on anatomy, diseases and injuries. These topics bring out Dr. Netter's artistry in the use of color for emphasis and clarity. Gross and microscopic findings are presented together with detailed insets supplemented by X-rays and other graphic material. In a single plate he is able to depict the essential features of a topic such as the ileocecal sphincter, the pathology of ulcerative colitis, or the repair of a femoral hernia. In the section on function and diagnosis, the colored illustrations often are overextended. Whereas a picture facilitates understanding the mechanism of a volvulus or intussusception, it seems unnecessary to depict vomiting or a guaiac test in a painting. Another excess seems to be the use of illustrations for intestinal absorption; the diagrams add little to the well-written text.
On the strength of its sections on normal and pathologic anatomy, the book can be recommended to students and teachers of medicine. For the practicing physician it can serve as a refreshing review of current and classic material on the digestive system. Stewart and Dunlop have written a book (6th edition) about clinical chemistry in medicine for the senior student, house officer and practicing physician in order to help interpret the meaning of an analysis, how the analysis was performed, and the techniques for obtaining proper specimens. Details for performing simple but useful bedside tests are given. The authors emphasize that when chemical findings are put together with other data they may become extremely helpful even though alone they are not.
In general, the text is descriptive but not explanatory. For example, in the discussion of diabetic coma, it is stated that "fat utilization is increased because of defective carbohydrate metabolism. . ." None of the newer concepts of fat metabolism, ketosis and coma are included. A somewhat traditional and older flavor of medicine is exemplified by an eleven page dis-
